All Diplomatic and Consular Schengen Missions in India have introduced Visa Information System (VIS) effective 02nd November, 2015. This System enables better data exchange between all Schengen member states. VIS eases application procedures and improves security. Applicants applying from 02nd November, 2015 for a Schengen visa will need to appear in person in order to provide biometric data (fingerprints and photograph). This biometric data will be valid for 5 years and the travellers who have already given their biometric once, will not need to come personally for biometric/submission for next 5 years. 
However in some cases, such as reasonable doubts regarding the identity of the applicant, the Consulates can still collect fingerprints within this period of time. 
Following travellers are exempted from biometric:-
· Children under the age of 12,
· Persons for whom fingerprinting is physically impossible. If the fingerprinting of fewer than 10 fingers is possible, the maximum number of fingerprints shall be taken. If the impossibility is temporary, the applicant shall be required to provide the fingerprints at the following application, 
· Heads of State or government and members of a national government with accompanying spouses, and the members of their official delegation when they are invited by Member States' governments or by international organizations for an official purpose,
· Sovereigns and other senior members of a royal family, when they are invited by a Member State government or international organization for an official purpose.
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